OpenCourseWare and Open Education. Introduction to selected papers
Inés Gil-Jaurena Editor for Open Praxis. Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia-UNED (Spain) editor@openpraxis.org
If our first issue in 2013 (vol. 5 issue 1) was focused on openness in higher education, again an Open Praxis issue is devoted to open education. In this occasion, the special issue is the result of an agreement between ICDE and the OpenCourseWare Consortium (OCWC) and a collaboration with Open Praxis since May 2013 to feature, in the journal, research presented at the 2014 OCWC conference, held in Ljubljana (Slovenia) in April 23-25.
The selected papers presented in this issue make visible at least two significant and complementing aspects:
• The breaking relevance of openness as a concern in education. In this sense, the recent election result deciding that the name of the OCW Consortium will change to the Open Education Consortium (http://www.ocwconsortium.org/news/2014/04/election-process-andresults/) is a meaningful shift that puts the focus in education and, specially, in the meaning of "open" in education. This emphasis in conceptualizing openness and translating it into policies and practices addresses us to both refine our epistemological position and widen our perspective when reflecting this approach in education.
• In this sense, this issue makes visible the wide range of dimensions that openness relates to; beyond OpenCourseWare and OER -traditionally-and beyond MOOCs -more recently-, openness expands its tentacles to very diverse pedagogical, technological and political issues, at the core of education: assessment, mobility, reuse, metrics, economical implications, among others. The potential that the arisen discussions and conclusions can have in education in general (and not only in open education) can be easily appreciated.
As stated in the website (http://conference.ocwconsortium.org/2014/about), the OCW Consortium global conference is the annual opportunity for researchers, practitioners, policy makers and educators to deeply explore open education and its impact on global education. Participants have the opportunity to share ideas, practices and discuss issues important to the future of education worldwide. The conference covers new developments in open education, research results, innovative technology, policy implementation, best practices and practical solutions to challenges facing education around the world. The convergence of these topics with those of interest for Open Praxis, as stated in our website (www.openpraxis.org), has facilitated the partnership for the preparation of this issue. Papers submitted for publication in Open Praxis followed a separate review process. Submissions were first reviewed by the OCWC 2014 Programme Committee for inclusion in the conference; those accepted for presentation and best rated by the committee were then recommended to Open Praxis for peer review and possible inclusion in this issue. The papers followed the usual sub mission guidelines in Open Praxis; additional revisions were requested during the peer review process, and finally nine papers were accepted for publication. These papers fit the conference general strands: OERs and identify seven valuable lessons learned. They do so based on three theoretical models and highlight aspects to consider in the future of this program or in similar ones, among which quality, support and clear policies are pointed out.
Amalia Toledo Hernández, Carolina Botero and Luisa Guzmán (Public Expenditure in Education in Latin America. Recommendations to Serve the Purposes of the Paris Open Educational Resources
Declaration) also analyze some national contexts in relation to the use of educational content -mainly textbooks-and provide recommendations for developing policies supportive of the use of OERs, specially remarking economic aspects. The paper presents a summary of an extended report funded by UNESCO.
The third paper relates to strategies, benefits and policy implications of MOOCs. Andy Lane, Sally Caird and Martin Weller (The potential social, economic and environmental benefits of MOOCs: operational and historical comparisons with a massive "closed online" course) present a critical review of the impact of MOOCs and compare the analysis with those traditionally done with regards to open and distance education in general. The questions they formulate throughout the paper will surely promote reflection and discussion, in an effort to get further in the research and debate in the re-conceptualization of higher education.
The last paper on the open educational policies strand focuses on alternative forms of assessment and accreditation using OER. Frederik Truyen and Stephanie Verbeken (Scenarios for the Use of OpenCourseWare in the Context of Student Mobility), within the frame of a European project and handbook focused on student mobility, identify the roles that OpenCourseWare can play in the different phases of the mobility cycle, from helping students to choose a course to facilitating professional training. A specific section is dedicated to virtual mobility as an alternative. (faculty, librarians, etc.) and highlight the benefits of the availability of the data, thus providing useful information to other OER platforms that don't have such a project for metric-sharing.
It is our wish to contribute to the current debate about open education with the papers compiled in this issue.
We specially thank from Open Praxis to the reviewers that have participated in this issue, whose useful comments the diverse authors have reflected in the final and published versions of their papers.
